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July 2015 
 
Dear Charter Oak Families, 
 
The Charter Oak staff and I hope you are enjoying your summer!  We are excited to begin our 2015-
2016 school year on Monday, August 17, 2015 at Charter Oak Primary. It will be a full school day! We 
have been busy preparing lesson plans, schedules, classroom environments, and beautifying our 
building and grounds to welcome your family to an exciting year of continued collaboration, growth, 
and much success. 
 
I am honored to begin my second year serving as your principal. My first year as principal at Charter 
Oak was an amazing experience and filled with memories of dedicated staff members, eager 
learners, and devoted families. Prior to joining the Charter Oak family, I served children, families, and 
staff in District #150 for more than twenty years in a variety of positions: teacher, lead teacher, math 
interventionist, assistant principal of Manual Academy and Sterling Middle School.  I earned my 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Illinois, and received my master’s degree and administrative 
certification from Illinois State University. 
 
Consistency is so important in educating our children and maintaining positive working relationships 
with you, our families. We are pleased to say that with the exception of the three teachers who have 
retired, every staff member from last year is returning for this upcoming school year! We will be 
welcoming Mrs. Amber Dean to the second grade team.  Mrs. Dean comes to us with high 
recommendations from administrators and staff at Woodruff Career and Technical Center (WCTC).  
Due to this consistency, our teachers have been able to reflect on our curriculum, assessments, 
interventions, classroom environments, and family involvement and have begun to make plans for 
next school year.    
 
We continue to await the outcome of our International Baccalaureate Authorization. This is a 
tremendous opportunity for the students of Charter Oak and we are excited about the possibilities for 
growth in the upcoming school year. 
 
It is truly my honor to serve you - our students, families, and community. Please feel free to stop by 
the school or contact me if you have any questions or concerns. I am looking forward to working with 
each and every one of you.  We, the staff and I, view you, our families, as our partners. We learn from 
you and your children every day and we are thankful that you are a member of our Charter Oak 
community. We are confident this will be an unbelievable school year! 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Mrs. Zilkowski (elizabeth.zilkowski@psd150.org) 
Principal, Charter Oak 
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IMPORTANT BEGINNING OF YEAR INFORMATION  
 
STUDENT REGISTRATION 

• ONLINE REGISTRATION for returning district students opens on August 1st and closes Sunday, 
August 16th Families should login to Family Access after August 1st and complete the registration 
steps by clicking on the “Online Enrollment Verification” link on the main screen.  

• The building is open to online and new student registration AUGUST 3-14 from 8-2. Stop by and we 
will assist you with your registration. 

 
KINDERGARTEN “SNEAK PEEK” 

• Tuesday, August 11 - 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
• Kindergarteners are invited to meet the teachers, meet classmates and drop off supplies in the 

classroom.  This is a great way to help ease the beginning of the year jitters!   
 
WELCOME TO THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR!  PTC* COFFEE 

• Monday, August 17 – 8:30 a.m. 
• School Library 
• After dropping your child off, join the Parent Teacher Club for coffee and pastries.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity to meet other parents and catch up with those we have missed over the 
summer. 

 
SCHOOL HOURS  

• 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.   
• This year we will “grab and go” with our breakfast, eating in the classrooms during homeroom.  We 

begin breakfast on August 17th.   
 
ATTENDANCE            Call  693-4433. 

It is important that students have regular attendance at school.  If your child is sick and must be absent 
from school, please call the school office by 8:45 A.M.  If you do not call, you will receive a recorded 
phone message informing you that your child is absent and will be marked as unexcused. We 
appreciate your support in helping us keep our records accurate.   

 
UNIFORMS  
Students are expected to follow the Charter Oak Uniform Policy.  The policy will be enforced.  We appreciate 
your support by purchasing clothes that meet the guidelines listed below. 
• Shirts:  must have a collar and be a solid color  in red, white or navy blue 
• Pants/Shorts/Skirts:  must be solid colored in either navy blue, black, or khaki.  Third and 4th Grade are 

expected to wear belts.   
• Shoes–tennis shoes or “school” shoes are best; no high heels, open-toed sandals or flip flops. 
• The complete Uniform Policy is found in the Charter Oak Handbook found online 

www.psd150.org/charteroak   

PTC* 
While parents are always welcome at Charter Oak, the Parent Teacher Club is an active group that supports 
the school in many other ways, including monthly meetings and family activities.  Meetings are held the first 
Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. in the school Library.  Become a part of this great tradition at 
Charter Oak! 


